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Drone technology, horticulture
laboratories inaugurated at DCR
Thev received funding from the Union Departrnent of Agriculnrre and Farmers Welfare through the State government

The Hindu Bureau
MANGALURU

ecretary of the De-
partment ol4gricul-
tural Research and

Education and Director
General of the Indian
Council of Agricultural Re-
sealch, Himanshu Pathak,
inaugurated the drone
technology laboratory and
horticulture laboratory of
the Directorate of Cashew
Research (DCR) at Puttur
in Dakshina Kannada on
Friday.

The drone technology
laboratory and the Centre
of Excellence for profiling
and bioactive components
were established in the di-
rectorate with funding
from the Union Depart-
ment of Agriculture and

Secretary ofthe Department ofAgricultural Research and Education
Himanshu Pathak, at the drone technolory laboratory and
horticulture laboratory at Puttur in Dakshina Kannada on Friday.

Farmers' WeHare through tion in Unmanned Aerial
the State government. Vehicle (UAV) applications

The state-of-the-art for plantation crops, em-
drone technology labora- poweringreseardrandfos-
toryprovidescutting-edge tering sustainable practic-
facilities to drive ituova- es.

The laboratory is
equipped with advanced
drone systems and data
processing tools, providing
a platform for transforma-
tive solutions in smart
farming and beyond.

Centre of Excellence for
profiling and bioactive
components was esta-
blished with the aim of ex-
ploring the phytochemi
cals which are present in
cashew apple, cashew nut,
kernel, shell and leaves. It
is equipped with state-of-
the-art equipment like
HPLC, GCMS and UV visi-
ble spectrophotometer, a
release from the DCR said.

Value added product
A newly developed pro-
duct 'cashew sprout coo-
kies' was licensed to Rad-

hakrishna, propriete.
Nidhi Food Products, Pu
tur on the occasion by M.
Pathak.

It was a value adde
product made out ofcasl
ew sprouts rich in protei
and minerals like calciurr
potassium, magresiur
and phosphorus. "It i
healthy snack with no n
fined flour, added colou
and flavour," said Veen
G.L., scientist (fruj
Scidnce) who has devr
loped the product at th
DCR.

Speaking on the occa
sion,J. Dinakara Adiga, D.

rector, ICAR-DCR, high
lighted the researcl
achievements and transfe
of technology initiatives c
the institute, a release fron
the DCR said.
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