Students of Vivekananda Central School visited ICAR-Directorate of Cashew
Research, Puttur on 10.09.2024

The 10" Standard students of Vivekananda Central school visited ICAR-
Directorate of Cashew Research, Puttur as a part of their study tour on 10" September,
2024. Dr. T N Raviprasad, Director in-charge, gave an introduction about cashew
covering all aspects from planting, cultivation, management to processing of raw
cashewnuts for the benefit of the students. This was followed by a visit to the cashew
museum, where Dr. Bhagya H P, Scientist (Spices, Plantation, Medicinal and Aromatic

plants) briefly explained about the various ongoing activities of the institute.

The students were also taken to the various labs to develop a scientific temper
among them. They visited Drone Technology lab and were briefed about the uses of
drones in agriculture. The students also visited Biotechnology lab, where they were
explained about the functioning of PCR and various equipments used for
biotechnology. This was followed by a brief visit to the Pathology lab, where Dr.
Rajashekara H, Senior Scientist (Plant Pathology) explained about microbes, their
isolation techniques and usage of laminar air flow chamber and compound
microscope. Dr. T N Raviprasad showed live specimens of Tea Mosquito Bug (TMB)
and Cashew Stem and Root Borer (CSRB) and also showed the symptoms of TMB
and CSRB infestation to the students for better understanding and also the

management techniques.

A brief visit was also arranged to the nursery for the students to know about
cashew grafts nursery maintenance for producing good quality planting materials. A
total of 36 students attended the programme and the faculty accompanying the

students expressed that the exposure visit was very useful.
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