Farmer-Scientists interface meeting held on 11t August, 2024 at the Directorate on the
occasion of the dedication of 109 horticulture crops by Hon’ble PM at New Delhi

The hon'ble PM Narendra Modi dedicated 109 new varieties of agriculture and horticulture
crops to the nation from Indian Agricultural Research Institute, New Delhi. The hon’ble PM
also dedicated two cashew hybrid varieties, Nethra Jumbo-1 and Nethra Ganga developed by
ICAR-Directorate of Cashew Research, Puttur. Nethra Jumbo-1 and Nethra Ganga are jumbo
nut varieties and the nuts weigh 12g — 13g. On the occasion, ICAR-Directorate of Cashew
Research, Puttur organised a scientist-farmer interaction to create awareness about the new
varieties.

The programme commenced with the introductory remarks by Dr. J Dinakara Adiga where he
emphasized that it is a proud moment for the institute and congratulated the scientists for
their efforts. This was followed by a brief presentation on the newly released varieties. Dr.
Eradasappa E, Senior Scientist Genetics and plant breeding, lead developer of Nethra Ubhaya,
which is a dual purpose variety presented about the characteristics of the variety. This was
followed by presentation on Nethra Jumbo-1 by the lead developer Dr. J Dinakara Adiga,
Director, ICAR-DCR, Puttur and on Nethra Ganga by Associate developer, Dr. Mohana G S,
Principal Scientist (Genetics and Cytogenetics).

Dr. N Yadukumar, Retired principal scientist of the Directorate shared his experience
about the production and sale of the cashew grafts of the newly released varieties Nethra
Jumbo-1 and gave a positive feedback about the demand. Shri Kadamajalu Subash Rai,
progressive farmer, who is associated with ICAR-Directorate of Cashew, Puttur explained his
experience with cashew cultivation and the prospects of growing the crop. A total of 37
participants attended the programme including scientists. 24 farmers attended the interaction
meeting.
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