Training programme on “Scientific Cashew Cultivation” and quality planting
material distribution at Babadam, West Garo Hills, Meghalaya

A training programme on “Scientific Cashew Cultivation” and quality planting
material distribution was organized by ICAR-Directorate of Cashew Research, Puttur, in
collaboration with All Garo Hills Multipurpose Cooperative Society Ltd., Babadam, West
Garo Hills, Meghalaya, under the TSP scheme of ICAR-DCR, Puttur, with the objective of
expanding cashew cultivation area in the NEH region. Four training programmes were
conducted during 31st July and 1st August 2024, covering crop management, crop

protection, varietal selection, farm mechanization and post-harvest processing, and value

addition aspects in cashew. The programme was attended by 162 tribal farmers covering
18 villages from 2 districts of Meghalaya (West Garo Hills and South West Garo Hills). The
programme was organized by Dr. Manjunatha K., Dr. Siddanna Savadi., Dr. Thondaiman
V., Dr. Aswathy C., and Dr. Bhagya H. P., Scientists of ICAR-DCR, Puttur, and locally
coordinated by Mr. Joash Varghese, Operational Manager (AGHMPCS).

In the programme quality planting material of a high-yielding cashew variety, viz.,
Bhaskara (9000 no’s), was distributed to the farmers, and guidance was given for the initial
establishment and care of the orchard in an area of 62 ha. In addition, three FLDs were
initiated for demonstration of new high-yielding varieties, viz., Nethra Jumbo-1 (160 no’s),
Nethra Ganga (160 no’s), and Nethra Ubhaya (320 no’s), in farmers’ fields at Urenggre
village. Further, the scientists of ICAR-DCR, Puttur, visited different cashew orchards in
the region and identified that the orchards were mainly seedling origin, senile, and poorly
managed, due to which the yield levels were too low. The scientists visiting the plots
suggested rejuvenation of senile orchards and remedies for controlling the pests, as well

as scientific management of the orchards for enhancing yields.
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