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About the TSP Programme 

 Inclusive growth and economic development that raises living standards of population 

across the society and provides equal opportunity for all are the ultimate goal of every country. 

To achieve it various strategic plans are designed. In India, after successful completion of 

several five-year and annual plans, it was realized that Scheduled Tribes (ST) were still lagging 

behind in the development process. It was observed that the general planned schemes and 

programmes designed for the overall development of the country’s economic growth barely 

improved the socio-economic status of the ST population in many parts of the country. Further, 

the benefit of such general schemes did not reach down significantly for the development of the 

tribal population in the country. In order to address these issues, the Tribal Sub-Plan (TSP) was 

initiated for substantial reduction in poverty and unemployment and thereby bridging the gaps in 

the socio-economic development of the ST population in the country. The primary objectives of 

the TSP scheme are to conduit the flow of outlays and benefits from different Government 

Ministries and Departments for the development of tribal communities in physical and financial 

terms. TSP is an integral part of Annual Plans and Five Year Plans and funds allotted for this 

scheme is made non-divertible and non-Iapsable. In order to improve the incomes of the ST 

population, employment opportunities for taking up new occupations is encouraged by financial 

and technical support. Accordingly, TSP programmes were designed and implemented by 

ICAR- Directorate of Cashew Research, Puttur, Karnataka mainly in the Dakshina Kannada and 

Kodagu districts for livelihood implementation through improved technology in cashew nut and 

other plantation crops, livestock, poultry, and agricultural activities.  

 

TSP monitoring and selection committee 

 

In order to focus and implement each and every activity planned under the TSP 

programme, a multi-disciplinary committee was constituted. Here the activities planned under 

the TSP scheme were related to sustainable agriculture development. The multi-disciplinary 

team analyzed the farming systems and occupations of ST populations in the region, identified 

the constraints and potentialities of targeted areas. Then the executing team of DCR planned 

and implemented the improved technologies in cashew nut and other plantation crops 

cultivation, poultry, apiary, and vermicomposting among targeted tribal communities especially 

the farmers, women and youths.TSP monitoring and selection committee constituted of the 

following members. 

 



 

 

TSP monitoring and selection committee 

Scientist Designation Specific contribution 

Dr. Siddanna Savadi Scientist (Biotechnology) Selection of beneficiaries, 

Supervision and Monitoring of the 

activities under TSP, implementation 

of improved technologies in cashew 

nut and arecanut, poultry, apiculture 

Dr. Shamsudheen, M Sr. Scientist  

(Soil Science) 

Selection of beneficiaries under TSP 

and distribution of inputs 

Dr. Manjunatha K. Scientist  

(Farm Mach. And Power) 

Identification, sensitization and 

distribution of hand tools for small 

farm mechanization 

Mr. Hemachandra  Asst. Director, 

Social Welfare Department, 

Puttur 

Involved in selection of tribal farmers 

as beneficiaries 

Mr. K. V. Ramesh 

Babu 

Asst. Chief Technical Officer Monitoring of TSP activities 

Mr. R. Muthuraju Senior Technical Officer  Monitoring of TSP activities 

Mr. Bojappa Gowda Technical Officer Monitoring of TSP activities 

Mr. Sandesh M S Research Associate, ITMU Monitoring of the activities under 

TSP, implementation of improved 

technologies in cashew nut and 

arecanut 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Project Details  

 

Project Title: Improving the Livelihood of ST population through Agri-Input Supply and 

Improved Technology Dissemination 

Improved technology/Sub-project Activities 

Arecanut orchard establishment  Establishment of Arecanut gardens in Tribal areas 

Cashew orchard development and 

supply of planting material of improved 

varieties of cashew nut  

Development of cashew orchard with high yielding 

suitable varieties 

Distribution of water tanks  Storageof water for domestic and agriculture related 

activities 

Establishment of backyard poultry units 

and feed supply 

Development of backyard poultry farming and feed 

for employment creation and income generation 

Distribution of agri-inputs and 

agriculture activities 

Pruning and rejuvenation of high density planting 

cashew orchards and application of fertilizers for 

improving yield in old orchards 

Establishment of Apiculture units Development apiary units by supply of honey bee 

boxes and colony for rearing honey bees to extract 

honey and sell. 

Establishment of Vermicompost unit Development apiary units by supply of the 

vermicompost polybags and earthworms (Eudrilus 

eugeniae) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Improved technology interventions in Cashew nut 

 

New cashew orchards establishment with improved high yielding varieties (HYVs) of cashew 

was implement in the fields of nine ST farmers. About 1350 grafts of Bhaskara, H-130 and other 

popular varieties of cashew were distributed to tribal farmers belonging to Puttur, Sullia, 

Belthangady, Bantwal and Madikere taluks in Dakshina Kannada and Kodagu districts for 

improved variety technology transfer during 2020-21. These improved varieties’ grafts were 

supplied from this Directorate’s nursery and technical advisoryon variety selection, planting and 

initial crop management practices were given to the farmers by the executing team. The cashew 

orchards established under TSP scheme during this year was over 5 hectares. This activity is 

expected to significantly improve farmers economic status over the years as the demand for 

cashew in the domestic and international market is increasing every year. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Establishment of Arecanut gardens  

 

 Arecanut is one of the important plantation crops of this coastal region and is also one of the most 

remunerative crops at present. Some of the ST farmers possess small pieces of lands suitable for 

arecanut cultivation. Under the TSP programme, we supported establishment of arecanut 

plantationsin the fields of 12 tribal farmers aroundPuttur, Sullia, and Bantwal taluks of Dakshina 

Kannada district with aim of doubling the tribal farmer’s income to improve their livelihood. About 

2600 seedlings of improved varieties of arecanut recommended for cultivation in this region were 

selected for planting. A total of 3 ha of arecanut garden was established under the TSP programme 

during this year. These seedlings were planted at different spacing and crop management practices 



 

were followed as per the guidelines of ICAR-Central Plantation Crops Research Institute (CPCRI), 

Regional station, Vitla, Karnataka. This activity is expected to significantly improve the farmers’ 

economic status as the prices of arecanut are high in the market and is increasing every year. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Technology intervention in Vermicomposting 

 

 Earthworms are called the ‘farmers’ friend’ and are one of the important component of 

preparing the compost called as Vermicompost. Vermicompost helps to improve soil structure, 

texture, porosity, pH, water holding capacity, drainage, aeration and reduce erosion, which 

enhance the plant growth and increase the productivity. Vermicompost has become an 

important component of organic and sustainable farming practices and has great demand by not 

only farmers, nursery men as well as gardeners. Under the TSP scheme one farmer was 

supported financially and technically for establishment and maintaining of a Vermicomposting 

unit. He was given four portable HDPE vermicompost bags and 3 kgs of earthworms and two 

man days of labour for preparing the compost. The farmer is producing the vermicompost using 

the agricultural wastes available locally. Vermicomposting technology can improve the farmer’s 

economic status to great extent and it also encourages use of eco-friendly agricultural inputs. 
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Technology intervention in backyard poultry 

 

The technology interventions in poultry as backyard farming have been undertaken for 

livelihood improvement of tribal farmers. Backyard poultry farming is recognized to provide 

employment to the rural small scale and marginal farmers as it is a profitable venture and thus 

gives additional incomes to the farmers. It also helps in increasing the soil fertility in backyards 

as about 15 chickens can produce about 1kg of manure per day. Under TSP scheme, a total of 

32farmers were advised about the poultry rearing and provided with 50 chicks of improved 

variety, 3 rolls of meshes, and 20 kgs of feed during 2020-21. An interesting aspect in poultry 

rearing is that many youths came forward to up this activity.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Meat and eggs from such poultry birds are considered to be rich protein and other unknown 

nutrient sources and can have heath beneficial effects on consumers. Thus, technology 

intervention in backyard farming has been successfully demonstrated under the TSP scheme by 

the ICAR-DCR team. 

 

 

 

Technology intervention in Apiculture 

 

 Apiculture is one of the important components of integrated farming. Apiculture provides 

an additional income to the farmers. It can be taken up with less infrastructure investment on an 

area of little agricultural value and it does not compete for resources with any other agricultural 

components but can enhance the yield levels in cross pollinated crops like cashew. Honey is a 

delicious and highly nutritious food, which is having a great demand in the domestic and 

international market and thus, apiculture can be highly profitable and provide additional incomes 

to the small and marginal farmers. During this year, a total of five farmers were provided with 

four honeybee culture boxes and colonies per farmer and were imparted with the skill and 

technique of honeybee rearing under the TSP scheme. An interesting aspect in apiculture is that 

many youths came forward to up this activity. Thus, technology intervention in apiculture as 

subsidiary occupation has been successfully demonstrated. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

Supplied water tanks for storage of water at home and farms 

 

 The water supply in the rural areas is not regular and people face problem in storing 

water due to lack of water storage structure or tanks at home and plantations. Plastic water 

tanks have certain advantages such as weigh less, easier to position, won’t rust, strong and 

durable. During this year, water tanks (1000 L capacity) were distributed to a total 91 people for 

their daily use at home and plantations under the TSP scheme.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Supply of farm implements, hand carts and sewing machines 

 

A total of 65 Knapsack sprayers, 65 pruning saw, 65 mammoth heads, 65 hoes, 21 hand 

carts and 24 sewing machines have been purchased and will be distributed to the selected 

beneficiaries in the coming financial year 2021-22 under the TSP scheme. 
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